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MEET THE SPEAKERS 

 

Dr Johanes Belle holds a PhD in Environmental Management focusing on Eco-

DRR/CCA, a master’s degree in disaster management, Advanced University 

Diploma in Disaster Management, BA Honours in Geography, a BA + Ed, 

Diploma in Marketing and other qualifications.  

 

Dr Belle has worked for thirty-one years in three different African countries 

(Cameroon, Lesotho and South Africa) as an educator, administrator and 

manager. He is a Senior Lecturer and researcher at the University of the Free 

State-Disaster Management Training and Education Centre for Africa (UFS-

DIMTEC). He is also the Acting Director of UFS-DiMTEC and an Environmentalist, 

specialised in Biodiversity and Conservation with a particular interest in 

wetlands and Eco-DRR/CCA. 

 

Dr Belle is a councillor of the Disaster Management Institute of Southern Africa (DMISA), and he was the DMISA-FS 

Regional Chairperson from 2013-2020. He is a trained assessor with SAQA in Disaster Management and holds the 

“Disaster Management Professional” designation of DMISA. He is also a member of the SSAG and the IAIAsa. 

Meet Dr Johanes in Teams Room 1: Climate change and preparedness. 

 

 

Dr Siviwe Shwababa is a qualified environmental scientist who holds a PhD 

from the University of Free State in Bloemfontein, South Africa. His areas of 

expertise entail environmental management and governance, improved 

environmental performance, protection of natural resources, restoration of 

degraded ecosystems, climate change mitigation, and implementing disaster 

risk reduction measures in vulnerable communities.  

 

His responsibilities involve undertaking specialised work relating to 

environmental assessment, prioritising environmental risk areas, 

sustainability, managing disaster risk reduction projects and scientific research. 

He has further participated in numerous research projects across South Africa and has published scientific, scholarly 

articles in Hungary, Portugal and Germany.  

Meet Dr Siviwe in Teams Room 2: Sustainability Goals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Dr Alice Ncube, a senior lecturer, program director, trainer, and researcher at 

the University of the Free State (UFS), Disaster Management Training and 

Education Centre for Africa (DiMTEC), has a PhD and master in disaster 

management and a postgraduate diploma in gender studies. With more than 

ten years of experience in disaster (risk) management, her research interests 

include social vulnerability and climate change, international forced migration, 

gender issues, climate change and adaptation resilience and sustainable 

livelihoods of disadvantaged communities.  Alice has published on disaster risk 

management.    

Meet Dr Alice Ncube in Teams Room 3: Socioeconomic Issues and related 

risks. 

 

 

Dr Herman Booysen has a PhD in Geography from the University of the Free 

State (UFS), South Africa, in 2001. He has more than two decades of experience 

working with geographic information systems (GIS), which he gained whilst 

working on projects for the government, local authorities and the private 

sector.  

 

He specialises in spatial analysis, data processing and data visualisation. His 

technical responsibilities include evaluating data, digitising, editing and 

converting spatial and non-spatial data from various formats, working with 

large datasets to enhance spatial information and manipulating. Dr Booysen 

focuses on GIS and disaster management and has undertaken and managed 

the development of GIS for district and local authorities.  

 

He has conducted extensive work in disaster management, including developing disaster management plans (DMPs) 

and risk analyses. He developed GIS techniques for disaster risk assessment and specialised in disaster risk reduction 

(DRR). He is registered with the Geo-Information Society of South Africa (GISSA), of which he was the National 

Chairperson, and with the South African Geomatics Council, of which he was also a council member. 

He is also a professional member of the Disaster Management Institute of South Africa (DMISA). 

Meet Dr Herman Booysen in Teams Room 4: Impact of Technology on the Risk Landscape 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PANELISTS 

 

 

Ms Buthelezi Nonhlanhla - Guest Speaker Panel Chairperson. 
Ms Nonhlanhla is a chief Director for Policy in the National Department of 

Human Settlements.  Former Acting Deputy Director General Branch Human 

Settlements Delivery Frameworks and Deputy-Director Director General of 

Affordable Rental and Social Housing. She is the Chairperson of the Social Cluster 

Technical Working Group to Cabinet. She holds a master’s in social development 

and Social Policy from the University of Pretoria, Honours degree in Bachelor of 

Arts in Social Sciences. 

 

 

 

 

 

Prof. Andries J Jordaan - Disaster Risk Assessment. 
Prof. Jordaan is a disaster management expert with a PhD in Agricultural 

Economics with a research focus on drought. He is a leading scientist on drought 

and drought risks in Africa with experience in many African countries. As an 

advisor and expert on disaster management, Prof Jordaan participated in United 

Nations missions to numerous African countries. He was also a scientific advisor 

to an expert group advising the Office of the United Nations Secretary-General 

on a Climate Resilience strategy.  

Andries was the Director of DiMTEC at the University of the Free State from 2013 

to 2018. More than 80 Master's students and 11 PhDs qualified under his 

mentorship.  

He is currently Executive Director at Résilience Globale and affiliated as an Associate Professor and Research Fellow at 

the University of the Free State and the University of Babas Balyoi in Romania. 

 

 

Prof. Christoffel Hendriks – Risk Management.  
Prof. Hendriks is an Associate Professor and lecturer at the University of The 

Free State, Department of Public Administration and Management. He 

obtained a PhD, Masters and Honours degree in Public Administration and 

Financial Management at the University of the Free State. 

 

Mr Hendriks presented as a Guest lecturer at the Fulda University of Applied 

Sciences, Germany, in 2019 and the Bremen University, in Germany, in 2021. 

He delivered short courses in all nine provinces of South Africa and Lesotho, 

Namibia, and Uganda. He submitted conference papers in Italy, France, 

Thailand, Peru, Palestine, China and Portugal and published book chapters and 

peer-reviewed various journals. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Florence Ramasala - Business Continuity Management. 
Ms Ramasala is an IT Engineer, holding a B-Tech Degree in Computer Systems 

Engineering and currently studying for Post Graduate Diploma in Business 

Administration (PDBA) with the University of Witwatersrand.   

 

She is the founder of Extra Ordinary Strategies, which offers a wide range of 

Governance, Risk and Compliance services, specialising in Business Continuity and 

disaster recovery. She is a Business Continuity Management Consultant (BCM) at the 

Office of the Chief Justice. She has the main task of establishing and implementing 

the Department's Business Continuity Management System (BCMS). 

 

She worked for eight years at the Automotive Industry Development Centre (AIDC), covering Business Continuity 

Programme Management, Business Impact Analysis, Risk and Threat Assessment, BCM Awareness (Embedding BCM), 

BCP strategies and co-ordination of BCP Exercises.  

 

She has over 15 years of IT experience in Information Security Management, Cyber Security, Governance of IT, Risk, 

Compliance and Audit. She speaks at conferences and was nominated for the BCI Africa awards in 2019. 

 

Mr Markus Butler  
Mr Butler is the Director of the Free State Municipal Disaster Management Centre as part of the Department of 

Cooperative Governance & Traditional Affairs with over 30 years of experience in Emergency and Disaster 

Management.  

 

His roles and responsibilities involve establishing informed and integrated institutional capacity within the municipal 

sphere to effectively implement disaster management policies and regulations, assessing and monitoring disaster risk 

among stakeholders, and establishing adequate disaster management.  

 

He has obtained an Advanced Certificate in Medical Rescue at the University of Johannesburg B. Tech in Emergency 

Medical Care at the Cape Peninsula University of Technology, a B. Tech in Public Management and an Advanced 

Diploma in Health Management at the Free State Central University of Technology and a Postgraduate Diploma in 

Labour Law at the University of The Free State. He has also provided humanitarian and disaster response efforts at 

local and international levels. 

 

Mr Lucas Morais – The Institute of Risk Management (the IRM). 
Mr Morais is the Student Services Manager at the IRM headquarters in London. 

Originally from Brazil and with a background in Law and Administration, he is 

passionate about education, learning and development as an instrument to 

drive growth and change. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Mr Clive Thompson – The Institute of Risk Management (the IRM). 
Clive has worked in risk management for over 40 years and dealt with many 

risks, from extraction through life sciences to financial services. 

He started with an insurance company where he was posted to Africa. He then 

moved into managing captive insurance companies in the Cayman Islands and, 

from there, specialised in risk management and working with clients to help 

them exploit the competitive advantages they have from better risk 

management. 

The IRM has been the cornerstone of his extended learning in risk 

management. On passing exams to become a member, he founded the 

Innovation Special Interest group, helped to develop the risk forum, was 

drafted into various committees and finally served on the board of IRM for six years.  He recently edited Paul Hopkin’s 

“Fundamentals of Risk Management” textbook and has been working closely with the author on an IRM book about 

Climate Change and Risk Management. 

He has worked as the Technical Adviser to IRM for the last 12 months on an interim basis of 2 days a week. 


