Media Release

Thursday 18 September 2008
Sarah Poon of Croydon Council
wins the IRM’s Best Student Award 

The Institute of Risk Management (IRM) is delighted to announce that Sarah Poon of Croydon Council has won the Best Student Award 2008 for its principal qualification, the International Diploma in Risk Management. 

The prize – which is one week’s, all expenses paid, work experience in Dubai, sponsored by Business Resilience Europe – was awarded at the IRM’s annual Risk Forum on Tuesday evening.

To compete for the award, the six students who achieved the highest marks in the examination for the Diploma were given one week to produce a 1,000 word submission on risk issues for the Gulf economies. The entries were then judged by a panel consisting of IRM and Business Resilience Europe representatives, and the candidates were also interviewed about their submissions.  

IRM Chief Executive Officer Steve Fowler said: “Through her excellent submission, Sarah displayed a wide range of the academic and practical skills inherent to comprehensive risk management today. We were very pleased with the standard of entries across the board, as this award goes from strength to strength.”

“We are delighted to be sponsoring this award again,” added Business Resilience Europe Director Nicola Crawford.  “Developing an international perspective by learning about other cultures and the range of risks they face is becoming increasingly crucial to effective risk management. “ 

The IRM awarded 14 prizes in 2008.  

-Ends-

Notes to Editors

Photos are available of Sarah Poon.

The International Diploma in Risk Management is a broadly based post-graduate qualification for the risk management professional. The Diploma is unique as it has been developed through extensive collaboration between leading educational thinkers and academics, in partnership with risk practitioners from across the world. Offered on a part time, flexible, distance learning basis, it provides the opportunity to obtain an internationally recognised risk qualification that is independent of any business sector.
The Institute of Risk Management was founded 22 years ago and is the leading professional education and training body, providing courses on risk management at a range of levels from introductory to expert. With over 2,000 members in more than 50 countries, drawn from a variety of risk related disciplines and a wide range of industries, the Institute is governed by practising risk professionals and has strong, global links with academia and other risk and strategy organisations. 
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